Lesson 16
The Judgeship of Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar
Judges 3:1-31
· Questions

1. What nations in the land of Canaan were left by the Lord and why (3:1-4)?
2. What did the Israelites do which demonstrated their approval of the Canaanite ways (3:4-5)?

3. What do we learn about Israel’s sin-cycle from Judges 3:7-11?


The sin (3:7):


The servitude (3:8):


The supplication (3:9):


The savior (3:9):


The salvation / silence (3:10-11):

4. What do we learn about Israel’s sin-cycle from Judges 3:12-30?

The sin (3:12):


The servitude (3:13-14):


The supplication (3:15):


The savior (3:15):


The salvation / silence (3:16-30):

5. Who was the judge for Israel after Othniel and Ehud and what did he do (3:31)?

· Digging Deeper

1. Where are the following nations located: Mesopotamia, Ammon, Moab, and Philistia (3:8,13,14,31)?

2. Where in the OT had Israel been warned not to forget the Lord (3:7)?

3. What are the “Baalim and the Asheroth” (3:7)?

4. What was the role of the “judge” in Israel at this time (3:16)?
5. What does “covering his feet” refer to in Judges 3:24?

6. What is an “ox-goad” (3:31)?

· Applications for Today

1. God’s people went through a period of war before they could experience a period of peace (3:1-2; Isa. 2:4; Rev. 14:13).

2. Living in the world provides opportunity for God’s people to be proved regarding their obedience to God (3:4; Rom. 12:1-2).

3. Living with the world often leads to living like the world. If God’s people live among worldly influences and marry into worldly influences, they may soon be engaging in worldliness themselves (3:5-6; 1 Jn. 2:15-17).
4. If God’s people are not careful, they will forget the Lord and serve the world (3:7; Jas. 4:1-4).

5. Make sure that our remorse and repentance for sin is genuine and lasting (3:9,15;                     2 Cor. 7:9-11).

6. Sin brings servitude, but salvation brings rest (3:8,11,14,30; Prov. 13:15; Jn. 8:32-36).

7. Those who do not learn from history are destined to repeat it. Sin will repeat itself over and over again without true repentance and mature obedience (3:12; Heb. 3:12-13).
8. Jesus Christ will save anyone today from the oppression of sin (3:9,15,31; Mt. 1:21).

